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Abstract

Cancer stem cells (CSCs) are a small subset of cancer cells responsible for
drug resistance. CSCs are known as tumor initiating cells. In fact, the CSCs
are the origin of heterogeneity of tumors. Other biologica activity of the
CSC are self-renewal activity, tumor recurrence, and metastasis. CSCs have
been derived from diverse tumors and cell lines and characterized by
different methods. In this paper, the general concept, characterization of
CSCs and the isolation methods of these cells are briefly discussed. In this
way, by increasing the knowledge obtained from the studies related to the
biology of CSCs after their isolation, new approaches for targeted treatment
of cancers can be provided.
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